THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

TRIBUTE TO NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN

SPEECH DELIVERED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
NOVEMBER 12, 1940

November 9. Mr. Neville Chamberlain died at Ms country home in
Hampshire, aged 71.

November 10. R.A<F. Raids extended from Danzig to the Say of
Biscay.

November n. Aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm attacked the Italian
Fleet at Taranto, reducing Italy's battleship strength
by half. Hurricane Squadrons shot down thirteen
Italian bombers and twelve German bombers which
were raiding convoys on the South East coast of
England.

November 12. Molotov, Russian Prime Minister, had interview with
Hitler and Ribbentrop in Berlin.

[November jz? 1940,
SINCE we last met, the House has suffered a very grievous loss
in the death of one of its most distinguished Members, and of
a statesman and public servant who, during the best part of three
memorable years, was first Minister of the Crown.
The fierce and bitter controversies which hung around him in
recent times were hushed by the news of his illness and are silenced
by his death. In paying a tribute of respect and of regard to an
eminent man who has been taken from us, no one is obliged to alter
the opinions which he has formed or expressed upon issues which
have become a part of history; but at the Lychgate we may all
pass our own conduct and our own judgments under a searching
review. It is not given to human beings, happily for them, for
otherwise life would be intolerable, to foresee or to predict to any
large extent the unfolding course of events. In.onejhafflS.f0^
seem to have been right, in another they seem to h^Ve been wroiigT